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A closer look at craftsmanship
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Creative districts
in Florence and Sydney
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Designer Susanna Valerios inimitable flair

shines through in her worldly Mid-Levels apartment
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ORIENTAL FLAIR

Atop the coffee table from
Lane Crawford are pieces
Susanna designed for SV
Casa; the bronze tabletop
accent was moulded based
on her feet; she retained
arched passageways typical
of apartments from this era;
the homeowner with her
dogs, Casper and Lola
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Susanna Valerio definitely has it - there's an easy elegance about the designer that's evident
from the moment you meet her. The creative force behind SV Casa and SV International Design,
as well as a former consultant for Lane Crawford, Susanna is well versed in creating, curating and
choosing beautiful things. Chic, confident and full of entertaining stories, she is an arbiter of style,
and yet she doesn't take her work, nor herself, too seriously.

Style is second nature to Susanna - seen in the way she dresses and the manner in which she
decorates. Her preferences and references, however, aren't easy to define. It's certainly worldly, as
to be expected of an Italian woman who has lived all over the place, including Cairo and Singapore.
And it also shows a strong affinity to quality and craft.

“I'm definitely not a minimalist. | love collecting things,” Susanna says while showing us her
enviable collection of minaudiéres and vintage Astier de Villatte plates. She admits to having boxes of
stuff back in Rome, which she considers her “real home, where my collection of 17*- and 18"-century

B B Susanna ValerioZE B3l A #9458 J 0 5 15 45 5 — IR B RIS EDAEEE © fEARSV Casa
FISV International DesignBd B & AIEE H—— LAl AR R AR SRR 27— FREFH
FTRERS  SusannafEAlE - ERAPREEAERSEIERET LY - BENFBYBER—
& SusannaBh 2B MER  ATETRLUBBTRNEEESTHEAS -

B Susanna X B E = Bh—— S REREN th R I — R A o shAYEREREF A REN
SERIZH o B8 BAUBARNZFEERRSBEE  BEKRAMIFEK  RERRER - HHER
MIESEERENREE -






HOMES

EXOTIC ACCENT

The beaded heads are from
Mozambique; the lacquer
table from Vietnam is a proto-
type for Lane Crawford and
the plates are from a Tokyo
based artisan she found when
she was working at Joyce; the
day bed is filled with plush
textiles from C&C Milano
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art and furniture with intricate marquetry remains.” Susanna considers the Hong Kong apartment
as sort of a holiday home. “I never thought | would stay this long, so it's always been this way. It was
never about bringing stuff from Rome and putting it here,” she says. This mindset is the motivation
behind the slightly pared-back but still eclectic space she's crafted.

It's not just about the possessions, however. The charming apartment is a treasure in itself, a
place Susanna stumbled into by chance. "I was living on the first floor and I looked up and saw my
neighbour’s flat. | was amazed that it was sold as the building was owned by one family," she recalls.
After a quick search online, she discovered the next unit at the top of the walk-up was also for sale. It
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ALL ABOUT GROUPING took a year and a half of convincing the owners to sell it to her, but when Susanna finally got it there
A gallery wall of family was a lovely surprise — a spacious rooftop that was perfect for entertaining.

S hadr The flat required renovation and Susanna kept the shell decidedly streamlined as a canvas
tral palette for various interior experiments. The current incarnation is dominated by dark hues with a pop of

rendered ina
accented by a

i "‘d)“"””t"”” of orange and hints of Eastern design. “It's always last-minute with me when it comes to decoration. |
mirrors and a parchment des 2 5 < s i
andtabla FomiLane Crawford just thought ‘White, black and orange’ - and it was so.

Susanna's fascination with unique pieces and their careful placement catches the eye, from a
dramatic sconce made by a friend in the Philippines to the elegant textiles from her favourite brand C&C
Milano. Random pieces somehow also make the cut, such as an upholstered armchair that's been with
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THE THICK OF IT

Her flat has a spacious rooftop
that looks into a quintessential
Hong Kong skyline; enter-
taining and tablescaping is

a passion of Susanna's - she
makes full use of the space
for open-air parties
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her for over 20 years. “| don't like it so much. It's just the only thing | haven't gotten rid of,” she confesses
with nonchalance. In fact, a lot of it boils down to chance and feeling - from her spur-of-the-moment
buys to how she approaches designing for SV Casa. “There’s nothing as satisfying as seeing your
object of desire come to life,” she says of spending time experimenting in the factory. | suppose that's
also how Susanna approaches her home - always creating and tweaking, bringing her vision to life. //
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