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ART OF CURATION

Essential elements
for a fashionable abode
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Inside the chic spaces
of today's tastemakers
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INTEREST

The Temple House in Chengdu transports guests to a universe where
old-world grandeur, time-honoured traditions and contemporary design seamlessly come together
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BY SUSANNA VALERIO
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MODERN TRADITION
Chengdu is increasingly
becoming a cosmopolitan
city full of stylish boutiques,
restaurants and hotels such
as The Temple House. This
adaptive reuse project was
led by Make Architects,
who restored the Qing
Dynasty courtyard building
that welcomes guests
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After being greeted by the welcoming staff at The Temple House - who are impeccably
dressed in petrol-blue trousers, grey jersey jackets and English lace-up shoes —the attention to detail
gives me an indication that my expectations will be excesded on my trip to Chengdu. As I'm led
through a courtyard with manicured grass and shaded by two colossal trees, the feeling of tranquillity
envelops me. Two large silver sculptures by Yang Shu blend into nature, with a gigantic feather and
leaf encircled by Chinese wood carvings aderning the building. On the left is a library curated by
Philip Blackwell, the principal of investment fund Blackwell Ventures and CEO of the Scholium Group,
and on the right a gallery featuring the work of revered Chinese artists. '

The entrance to The Temple House is a restored Qing Dynasty courtyard building featuring
traditional architecture with carved wood and white panels. First used as the offices of Bithesi, also
the name of the street on which it sits, documents were translated from the Manchu dialect to
Mandarin here. The hotel itself is designed by UK-based architects Make, marrying a historic location
with the local landscape.

Another door reveals the main lobby, where granite complements taupe velvet sofas, a
contermporary woven leather banquette and beautiful brass stools. The room’s focal point is the
stunning counter - a sculpture which appears to be floating — and the walls are a warm, beige stone, cut
in long, uneven slides. It's impossible not to admire the details, such as a bronze sculpture representing
seven Chinese gods or the raffia chandeliers, which soften otherwise serious surroundings.

Through another door is an idyllic garden, surrounded by three grey crystal buildings like giant
ice mountains, reflecting light to create the most unusual scenery. Up close you can see the glass has
been delicately engraved with branch-like shapes — a touch that breaks the monotony of its gloss.
Nestled in the garden is the Jing Bar, designed by AvroKo, which is the perfect place to unwind. Their
curious approach to design references a British pub and a French brasserie, and has a sophisticated
mélange of stones, tiles, brass and copper - an extravagantly chic design. Try the Setchua Mule:
vodka, mint and crushed peppercorn, served with plenty of ice in a copper mug.
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A recurring design element is the wrought-iron handrails leading to Italian restaurant Tivano.

Reminiscent of an ancient castle, grey granite is also a common denominator throughout the hotel:
marble is cut, rough, polished or in uneven slabs to achieve a unigue effect. Also designed by AvroKe,
its interior features large hanging glass lamps wrapped in leather, inviting leather sofas, and floor
tiles that blend Eastern and Western design touches.

After a long day, | retreat through a corridor of bamboo towards the rooms. The room is simple
yet beautiful, and as its ample bathroom shows, it's apparent that space isn't an issue here. The
warmith of the materials — black granite in the bathroom, matte walls all around, and polished counter
space —allow the finer details to shine. The white Geberit bathtub serves as a statement piece, while
the specially designed SV Casa accessories provide a stylish finishing touch.

The Temple House is part of the Sino-Ocean Taikoo Li, an open-plan shopping centre developed
by Swire Properties and Sino-Ocean, which also includes the Daci Temple and office tower Pinnacle
One. The Sichuan architectural elements — a sloping roof, timber and white panels — and steel
structures provide more usable space, complemented by 20 art pieces and water fountains, which
sit alongside prestigious brands, boutiques and restaurants.

As a first-time visitor to Chengdu, The Temple House represents the swift development of
the city itself. Rooted in tradition and yet rapidly transforming into a modern metropolis, both The
Temple House and Chengdu revel in carefully balancing past, present and future. swirehotels.com
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INTELLIGENT DETAILS
AvroKe Design employed
warm materials to create

a tactile and comfortable
ambience, The hotel is just
one part of the develop-
ment, which includes the
Daci Temple, an office tower
and a shopping centre
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